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Dear Families

Here at Mansfield Primary Academy, we are passionate about supporting every child on their learning journey, and I am delighted be writing to you about some of the exciting developments in Reading!

As you will already be aware, we have changed how we teach Writing and Reading over the past year, and we continue to refine our English curriculum.  Writing lessons are now focused on high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts, and reading lessons develop key skills whilst exposing the children to a wide variety of engaging text types.  This year, we are introducing two new aspects to our reading provision to develop the children’s reading skills and to continue to embed a love of reading: Accelerated Reader and a dedicated KS2 Reading Library.

Accelerated Reader

For KS2, we will not be following the colour band system for reading books.  We will be using Accelerated Reader for children in Years 3-6.  This is an online platform that allows teachers to assess the reading level of the children and help them to improve their reading ability by directing them to books that are at an appropriate level to be challenging whilst still reading for pleasure. Once a half term (or more regularly at the teacher’s discretion), each child will complete a short reading assessment on an iPad.  The assessment takes around 20 minutes and the questions in the assessment are unique to each child – as a correct answer is entered, the questions become more challenging; as an incorrect answer is entered, the challenge is reduced.  The end result is a score which is converted into a book level range for reading materials that would be appropriate for that child.  Your child can then go to the KS2 Reading Library and select a book to read! 

The reading books in the library have been catalogued according to the Accelerated Reader levels.  Each book has a sticker on the top of the spine with the reading level number on, and a coloured sticker on the base of the spine.  The coloured stickers bare no relation to the colour band system and are merely there to help locate and return books quickly!
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Logging into Accelerated Reader at home

Your child has a sticker in their diary which has a QR code and their login details.  When you scan the QR code using the camera on your tablet or phone, it will take you to the login page.  When they login, they will see the three icons above.  Star Reading is where teachers administer assessments, so please do not use that area of the website.  Accelerated Reader is where children can access book quizzes and search for books that might interest them, and Accelerated Reader Articles is a series of non-fiction texts and quizzes. 

Book quizzes

On the inside front cover of each book, there is a sticker which lists the title, author, book level and points.  There is also a quiz number.  When your child has finished their reading book, they should log onto the Accelerated Reading website locate the quiz (click on the Accelerated Reader button) and complete it.  This can be done on a tablet, a computer or a smart phone. It would be extremely helpful if your child could complete these quizzes at home, but children will be able to complete these in school as well.  Once they have completed the quiz, they receive a point score, as indicated on the sticker inside the book. 

Accelerated Reader Bookfinder

You can use this area of the site to search for books to read.  All of the books have a book level, which will help you to see if it is an appropriate level.  Your child does not just have to read books from within their book level!
Accelerated Reader Articles

Alongside the book quizzes, the children can access non-fiction articles using their same login. They can read the texts and complete short quizzes afterwards.  These articles have the reading level indicated (like the books), but children can choose whatever interests them. 
KS2 Reading Library

Over the summer, we have been working hard to create an inspiring library space for the children in KS2.  As well as cataloguing the books to correspond with the Accelerated Reader programme, we have established a library system for the children to check out reading books.  Each child has their own barcode, which they can use to borrow books from the library.  The books have been organised by book level, and they all have a coloured sticker on the base of the spine.  As previously mentioned, this is merely to help the children to locate and return books and not related to the colour band system. 

We want the children to enjoy these books.  They will be bringing their book home to read, as well as reading it in school.  Please can you encourage your child to take care of their reading books.  They could put their book into a plastic wallet or reading bag when transporting it between home and school to avoid damage, and use a bookmark rather than folding pages. 

Reading at home
We would encourage the children to read at home as often as they can, but at least 3 times a week.  Please write in your child’s reading diary when they have read.  Children who are more independent can record their own reading.

If you would like any further support with helping your child with their reading, please contact your me or your child’s teacher. 

Yours sincerely

Mr Dean

English Lead
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